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THE WHITE CAT
By GELETT BURGESS

Author of Vlvette A Little Sister of Destiny c

v Copyriebt JW The BobteMcrrill Company
0

CHAPTER VII

We met next morning in the library for
I could move alone now and had gone
down early My hostess dressed In white
duck was her most exquisitely grace

ful mood quite the delicate refined in-

tense woman I had first known
Do you really think that its safe for

you to leave today she asked when I
had announced my intention to her I
am afraid we shall misg you very much
Mr Castle I feel quite as It I had made
a friend

If you do it more than repays me tor
my accident Miss Fielding It only re
mains for you to prove it by permitting
me to do somothng for you 1

She smilod Stay here a while
longer then

Ah you know how glad Id be to
But I really must get back Ive imposed
on your hospitality unconscionably

Oh well she turned to the window
It youre going to pay me the conven-

tional compliments we wont press it
If you knew what an Immensely un

warranted interest Ive begun to take in
you you spare mo I replied

She held out her hand to me her grace-
ful fingers slightly divergent exquisite
ly poised Thank you for your gallan
try she said You came out of the
dark wore literally dumped here you
know anti It haa boon wonderful that we
have understood each other as well as
we have She stayed my Interruption
with a wave of her hand Oh I under-
stand you I tHink at least well enough
to bo sure of you But lets be frank
you dont quite understand me yet You
dont quite approve of mo Nevertheless-
you like me and we can be friends It
may Indeed be that I shall put you
sumo time to the test and give you the
chance of proving it Until that time
cornea youll have to stay op the island
Mr Castle Im afraid

I saw by these words that sho must
have forgotten her revelations of the
night before It didnt seem quite fair
not to let her know So risking her dis-
pleasure I oame out with it

May I venture to remind you of what
you said last night

She looked hard at me What did I
say What do you moan About what
We talked of so many things you know
She was embarrassed on the defensive
watching eagerly my first word of en-
lightenment

About your memory I prompted
My memory I dont quite recall

Her lips were parted and her fists closed
a little aa she waited

nout your having amnesia you
know

Her hand wont to her heart
I only mention It I said because I

dont want to take advantage of any Ig-

norance you may bare concerning my
position and what I do know If you
Have forgotten possibly I think I ought-
to tell you for I cant pretend to be on
the island when I am not It seems to
me that outto in spite of myself Ive got
ort it What you said about Dr Co

She caught me up now a little wildly
discarding further attempt at evasion
tier face had suddenly grown whlto

What dkl I say she asked
Oh only that he was treating you far

the amnesia I replied I eouldnt
repeat the rest of it

She put her hands to her face for a
moment hiding its expression Then she
withdrew them compressed her lips and
tipping her head back a little shook it
with the old gesture as if to rogoJn con-
trol of herself Then camE up to me
and put both her hands on my shoulders

It isnt your fault I know Mr Castle
But you are oft the island and Im afraid

that ll over now
Isnt it really all begun rather I

replied
Her hands dropped to her and she

walked away to the window Oh I
dont know I dont know she moaned

You have made me think terrible things
But never mind I didnt want you to
know about me I hoped we couk be
friends without I couldnt risk It I
cant risk it now You mustnt try to
ftnd out you mustnt oven wonder Just
b a little sorry for wait

She sat down in the broad windowseat
and laid her head back for a moment
among the silk pillows with a wearied
settling of her body closing her eyes I
didnt know what to say or do so I did
nothing and was silent She sat up
again took the crystal prism that still
lay there and guM into It abstractedly-
as if she were seeing visions Then still
holding it she looked up at me with a
faraway smile It was a new expression
I saw on her face it had the pathetic
look of some elf lost in a strange terri-
ble land At last she said Come over
here and sit down beside me please

I did so and still fondling the prism
which shot prismatic colors into the
room she said as with great effort

Did you ever in your childhood read
the story of the White Cat Its a

you know
The name had struck me as familiar

when she used it before but I could not
recall the story

It was of those talon of the three
quests wasnt it I said

Yes there are many variations of the
same theme It is the story of a king
and his three sons The father decided
first to leave his throne to the one who
would find the smallest dog In the world
then he gave them another find
a piece of cloth that would go through
the eye of a needle Of course the young-
est son won each time but tho king
wasnt contented and for the final test
commanded them to find the most beau-
tiful lady in the world

And the youngest son won of course
H always does but he never plays fair
Hes always helped by a fairy godmother-
or something

Of course Such are the ethics of
Fairyland This prince was helped by a
white cat While he was on his travels
he found her castle in a deep forest and
ho was carried in by Invisible hands

Just like me I remarked
She looked at me for a moment with an

amusing expression of surprise anti a
timid smile crept to her face Thats
so isnt it How queer Why Ill have
to give you my little Hiawatha to carry
it out wont I Will you him

Oh if you would I said Id love
to have him It will be delightful to
have something that belonged to
you

lies not the smallest dog in the
world but lies yours

And the third quest I reminded her
The third quest was the hardest of nil

He came to White Cats castle again and
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ho stayed a year They had a most de-
lightful time together

I can understand that Just as we
have had

Her gaze went down to her feet
just as we have had here at Mldmead-
owa

I reached over and took the prism
from her hand I couldnt help wanting
to touch her however casually

And of course you dont need to tell
me ho did find tho fairest lady In the
whole world

She smiled dimly and clasped her hands
Thank you she said not too absorbed-

to pay me most graciously for my com-
pliment Then more seriously sh add
ed Yes I am the White Cat That Is
the way you must think of me when you
have gone The enchanted White Cat

I dared not answer All the peculiar
moods she had shown me came up for a
new vision So she knew that something
was the matter something of which her
amnesia was only a symptom She had
never come BO close to It before I
stooped down took her hand and car-
ried it to my lips

Whlto OAt I said I dont know
whether you are enchanted or not but I
know youre enchanting1

Be careful I dont scratch you she
said a little bitterly

Ah Whlto Cat never did that Im
sure

once when she was Invisible The
prince doubtod her Do you know how It
ended she asked

How
White Cat told prince that to de-

stroy the fatal work of tho fairies It was
necessary for him to cut off her head
and her tall and fling them Into the fire
She put her hand gently upon mine

Would you do that for me It I asked
It

I puzzled with There was something
tragic in her tone but I was quite at a
loss to interpret her symbolism

Would It over come to that Are you
likely to call on me I asked her

Sh tipped back her head again shak-
ing away some unpleasant idea

Ah thig is only tho first quest you
know You may naver come again to my
palace But would you

A dreadful meaning came straight from
hor eyes to mine

No Im afraid I would not
be too terrible

She throw off a light laugh and rose
and walked to the bOOkcase besIde the
chimney Here she took down an old
tattered redcovered volume and rapidly
turned the pgos till she found her place
Then ah came back to seat beside
roe and pointing to the lines read aloud-

I exclaimed the prince Blanchette
my love I b so barbarous as to kill
you Ah you would doubtless try my
heart but rest assured it hi incapable of
forgetting the love and gratitude it owes
to you

No son or a kin1 continued she I
do not thee of Ingratitude I
know thy worth It is neither thou nor
I who la affair CAR control our des-
tiny Do as I bid Wo shall both
of UB begin to be happy and on tho faith
of a cat of reputation and honor thou
wilt acknowledge that I am truly thy
friend

But it ended happily like all fairy
So will yours Im sure I

She let the book drop wearily It
must end some way why not that-

I clasped br hand You must not
think of it MUM Fielding It appalls me

Writ I wont speak of it again But
I should b glad to hove a frloart who
would help me if werst came to worst

You forget that in spite of what I
know I am still on th teiand after all
I cant yet Judge of such a necessity

Well Leah and I will light It out
You said one that I could trust Leah

in everything Do you still moan that
Absolutely In fact you can trust her

wben your uncertain of ma Do you
I eant make it too jn-

phatle
I understand I said

It was almost time to go new and so
white I went upstairs to see that ray
things were ready Miss Pfofcling and
Leak got Hiawatha fixed a collar and
chain on him and put him into the car-
riage highly excited at the prospect of
traveling Leah shook my hand and
looked into my eyes with gratitude

Uncle Jerdon drove up to the front
door and I got in beside him and cap-
tured the puppy who proceeded-
to bite my hand playfully It had been
arranged that I wag to send some one
down to repair the automobile and I
permitted myself to hope that I might
find in that a sufficient excuse to

myself So it was not altogether
with a feeling of permanent parting that I
finally gave hand to Miss Fielding

Wall goodby White Cat I said as
Uncle Jerdon took up the reins

Goodby Prince she answered emil
ingWe

drove off and as we turned into
tho long lane which led to the highroad-
I saw the two women standing In the
sunshine at Ute front door and waved a
last farewell to them With all tho sinis-
ter suggestions that had been crowding
upon me I could not bear to leave them
alone White Cat White Cat was still
echoing in my oars

Jerflon winked at me
Lord shes crazy as a loon aint

she
you think so I asked coldly

Plum crazy She ought to be Into an
asylum awl would be if she had any
folks to send her there But shes a
dandy when shes all right you can bet
on that-

I did not encourage him to go on and
for the rest of the way to the station we
talked of his rheumatism and the

oj his nephews second wife

TO BB CONTINUED TOMORROW

Hints About Game
1 Never wash game inside or out

merely wipe it with a cloth wrung out
In hot water

1 Badly shot birds should not be hung
long

3 The length of time jv bird la hung
must depend on the weather the stats of
thjQ bird and individual taste

Snipe woodcock and plover should
novor bo drawn

5 Tie tho blrfls if possible with string
instead of taing skowers for the latter
make holes through which tho juices
escape

fi Tie a slice of fat bacon over the
breast of each bird to keep it from Dry-

ing
7 Baste all gamo very thoroughly oth-

erwise It will becojne dry and shriveled
S Game except partridge and pheasant-

Is usually liked slightly underdone This
is especially the case with teal and wild
duck

9 NeveV pour gravy over game but
serve It feeparately in a hot tureen

10 The correct accompaniments to all
game are bread sauce fried crumbs good
gravy and potatoes fried In any faajilon-

ORIFIjAMIkjlE

If ted seed f your all would
vivid aad treeu us An oriflaBime-

Bttt IUK it M M sot ttttn it seems to me
You me meet bafored where I am

So I keep silence elttlne wry still
For you are boar with many things

hare se time t break It Kttn Jhns
The winters siltttce Rx5 the coming springs

And ret I wonder watchirsr t ray work
I too am ry busy wb re I am-

AVtyether j i ever iny need of you
Stitrntmw atid rind as an orifkmmet

Ethel 31 Hewitt in Harpers Monthly
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THE aILS CORNER

The lot offered at this price includes many

samples of regular 25 to 35 coats

COATS FOR STREET DRESS AUTO
CARRIAGE OR STORM WEAR

Fashion authorities agree that long coats are the most popular-

of all wraps It is often soconvenient for a woman to slip on a long
coat that completely hides the dress from view

These we offer at 1675 are splendid values and among them will

be found over a hundred sample coats worth from 25 to 35

Materials are plaid back fabrics made of imported shawls full
length clay serge coats tailored broadcloth coats full length some
braided collar and cuffs others allover braided new Polo coats for
auto wear in cedar navy and black with belt imported mixtures with
velvet collar and cuffs zibeline coats lull length kerscys with large
shawl collars some of silk or satin

All are perfectly tailored and the materials alone are worth price
asked for the completed garment

Shopping Suggestions for Holiday Time
By DOROTHY AVERY HOWARD

WOMENS LONG WARM

WINTER COATS
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which were former
ten upholstering

hangings
much In demand for trimmings

on gowns wraps and hat besides the
making of many fancy articles Some of
the smartest novelties for gifts this
year Include desk sets waste baskets
workboxes sewing baskets glove and
handkerchief boxes opera sad slipper
bags made of fancy tapestry Some
times It has a thread of gold woven
through the fabric and usually the
pieces are finished with gold braid
Alt UnportaUoas sad may be seen
In a display of great variety a big
shop near F and Eleventh surest

N art dealer In F street be-
tween Twelfth and Thirteenth
streets has a One exhibit of or
naments made of gold loaf In

the new colorings and designs brought
out this season Baskets tad trays
picture frames candlesticks lamps
and other objects of art are decorated
either with relief designs of fruits and
flowers in the old gold or bronze gold
sIdes or in color of natur
Some new candlesticks priced as low
as JI each have Just arrived while
tbe most artistic drawingroom lamps
seen for many a year are shown
which can be fitted with silkfringed
shades to match the color plan of
the furnishings

A
MANS store in New York ave-

nue near Fourteenth street of-

fers patrons a box of a
bait dosvu guaranteed to

last for six months for the low price
of SL8i This means that If you need
new ones before the time is up nil you
have to do is to send the worn ones
back to the manufacturers with a cou-
pon for each pair and get a fresh sup-
ply at once Think of the many hours
time this gives to the wife or mother
who has had to darn your hose every
week before such a comfortable
scheme was devised by makers of
hosiery

INSTEAD
of sending a Christmas or

card this year some
a dainty handpainted

sachet in a cheery or loving letter
to absent friends I saw such pretty
things of this kind the other day in a
shop in New York avenue close to
Fifteenth street where stationery pic-

tures calendars are sold some
of which were oval In shape decorated
with heads of pretty girls and attached
by narrow colored ribbons to little
ivory rings making very attractive
bookmarks or markers for card
games Other round onoe are nice to
put in ones handkerchief or neckwear

AMONG
the novelties in gift
in which an exclusive

of F street near
Twelfth will put some of his

choicest bonbons this Christmas is
one of pale blue satin straw deco
rated with poppies of silk and satin
and big ribbon bows to match It
will hold at least live pounds of
candy and makes a most beautiful
offering for a debutante in place of
the flowers usually sent

c

MANY
visitors In a

clothing store in Penn
avenue near Ninth

street have remarked on the
striking likeness of the manager of
the neckwear nail furnishing depart-
ment to the Hoosier poet James Whit
oomb Riley This was noted recently
by an outoftown customer who
chanced In the store to buy a new tie
and later he wrote a story about It
for the clothier and furnisher part ot
which quote

The facial likeness of two
men startling Bach la a leader in
his particular line of endeavor though
In vastly different fields You cannot
learn much about the Washington
man from himself but there is much
to be learned He is more than a
buyer and a manager he is also a
Qroator Ilia window displays have
always been a matter of wonder in
the Capital City and he a-
pace in merchandising which leads
many of his competitors One of his
latest ideas is a box containing a com
blnatlon set of necktie handker
chief which n color The box
is covered with a paper made abroad
which is the exact match of the con
tents making a mUll tasty holidaY
gift
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RITE cherries on their stoma
in maraschino at cents a-

Jar apd the some kind put up
in brandy for are among

the delicacies recently arrived in a
establishment in Penn-

sylvania avenue between Fourteenth
and Flfiaenth streets

DO
YOU want to know where you

buy a lovely silk komono
fur S I saw a twaatr yof-
itftrday at a sale of kimonos

laces and fancy linens whish is now
being conducted near Ute corner
of Q Thirteenth siroats far the
holiday season It was of paje blue
arfk strewn all over with a design of
butterflies in deeper colors Other
colors with the same design may bd
bad having the same shirred effect
on the shoulders and flowing sleeves
with a lace ruflle to form a tight
sleeve inside Some other very

styles are shown in silk and
flowerbordered satins as well as
cheaper ones of cotton crepe in many
vecy pretty patterns

very odd things now
a hJghclass Jewelry establish-

ment in F street Eleventh
are bronzes from which

are also very artistic They are differ-
ent from what one sees usually and
unless one knew they were Viennese
productions It would be natural to
suppos they came from the Orient
judging from some of the subjects
portrayed Egyptian scenes or Arabs
crossing the desert with their camel
caravans resting under the shade of
the palms when oasis proves real
instead of the mirage they have been
following so long an Arab girl hold
lag in leash two mastiffs which seam
like wild animals in their strength
these and other unique things are

some of them being designed
for electroliers with Oriental silk
shades
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SHOP in Fourteenth street
around the corner from Penn-
sylvania avenue is showing
some very attractive novelties

in carved leather which are dyel in
colors As the dye and the stain
are both of a nature they
will not wear off The designs and
colorings are very artistic A pit
ture frame which hangs on the wall
a mat for a polished table or oth r
things equally as pretty in this
leather are as different from the ordi-
nary handtooled articles as a
print 1s comparable to an engraving

Cold Cream Bath
Fain Ute Detroit Ttitawe

The woman who wishes to freshen her
Bftlf up in the shortest possible time and
to feet a sense of invigoration after a-
long motor or train Journey should

the oxampie of the Frenchwoman
In ten minutes a Frenchwoman can
rejuvenate herself And her methods are
of the sim D set

She removes first her traveling dress
and gives H to the hotel maid to brush
Then she dips a towel in cold cream r
white vaseline and gently rubs her fa f
neck and arms with it After this h
saturates a corner of the towel with eai
de cologne and water and removes the
cold cream

Finally a rinsing of cold water is given
After a thorough drying with a soft tow 1

a dust of powder is applied to the face
neck and hands and tbe duststained
traveler is a new being

If there is time tbe feet are also
sprayed and powered for there is noth-
ing which so refreshes one Then an
application of a spray fittefl with eau de
cologne to the hair will remove all tha
dust

It takes very little time to accompli
all this It is very hygienic for the skin
and the traveler emerges a raaiant
creature with softly glowing complexion
refreshed both in body and spirit after
the fatigues of a long journey
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RARE OPPORTUNITY
Ladies 45 50 55 and 60 Suitings

Now
are disposing of these suitings at great reduc-

tions rather than carry them over until next season
There are about 300 strictly highclass suitings in

the lot embracing the seasons newest and most distinctive
novelties fabrics which sold for 45 50 55 and 60

While they last we will make these fabrics up equal-

to any 60 to 75 suit made elsewhere

At the Special Prices 35 and 40
Despite the great reduction we guarantee that

EVERY DETAIL of these suits will be up to our usual
high standard

Act quickly if you desire to profit by this rare
offering

PAUL LEIBEL k-

New Parlors 1210 G St N W
Phone Main 4842

35 and 40V-

e
I

I

ri

oAss0 e

S

u

k

¬


